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JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL

TRUE COMMISSION

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
October 16, 2015
12:00 p.m.

City Council Conference Room B
Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street

Attendance: Committee Member Greg Radlinski (Chair), Ralph Hodges, Danny Ferreira, John Pittman
Also: Jeff Clements, City Council Research
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Chairman Radlinski and the group reviewed the following bills:
2015-692 (amendment to Solid Waste Control code chapter regarding exemption from solid waste host fees for residue from construction and demolition debris recycling that is disposed of out-of-county): Chairman Radlinski gave a brief history of several U.S. Supreme Court cases regarding solid waste flow control ordinances and the court’s changing stance on the legality of such regulation. He is interested in the City’s policy regarding flow control and had staff invite representatives of the Solid Waste Division and the Office of General Counsel to come to the meeting and discuss flow control. Jeff Foster of the Solid Waste Division declined to attend until he has had the opportunity to discuss this bill with other administration officials. Staff was requested to renew the invitation to the Solid Waste Division and Office of General Counsel to come to a future meeting to discuss flow control regulations generally.
2015-695 (amending a Yates Building parking garage license agreement with the Jessie Ball DuPont Fund)

Motion: the committee recommends that the bill be amended before passage to charge the Jessie Ball DuPont Fund the City employee discount parking rate established in Ordinance 2014-437 for the 50 additional parking spaces – approved unanimously.
2015-700 (appropriation of Council district bond funds for construction of a dog park in Riverside)

The members discussed the need for and cost of the dog park in comparison with other capital needs of the City. 
Motion: recommend that the TRUE Commission oppose passage of the ordinance – approved 3-1.

2015-703 (appropriation of $64,553 to restore 2% salary reductions of Executive Council Assistants)

The committee debated the value of the ECA positions to the council members and the taxpayers of the City and the appropriateness of the salary range for those positions.

Motion: oppose passage of the ordinance – fails 2-2.
2015-704 (appropriation of $25,037 to restore 2% salary reductions of City Council members)
Jeff Clements explained the history the salary reduction to City Council members and the waiver of the Ordinance Code provision needed to vary from the formula amount set by the Ordinance Code based on the county commissioner salaries set by the Florida Legislature annually.

Motion: oppose passage of the ordinance – approved 3-1.
Commissioner Hodges updated the committee on an item discussed at a previous meeting regarding appropriation of Florida Boater Improvement grant funds to replace a fishing pier at Lonnie Wurn Park in Arlington. He believes that the use of that fund, usually used for small emergency repairs, is somewhat questionable when Florida Inland Navigational District (FIND) funding might be a more appropriate source for a complete replacement of the pier. He also questioned how the budget for the Lonnie Wurn project could be half the cost of the construction of a roughly similar pier at Charles Reese Park on the Trout River. Either the price of the Reese Park project seems inflated or the City is apparently getting a very good deal on the Lonnie Wurn project.
Commissioner Ferreira suggested that the City’s overall debt level and debt amortization trends should be of interest to the TRUE Commission. Staff was asked to request information from the City Treasurer on this topic to circulate to the committee members. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:53 p.m.

Jeff Clements, Chief

Council Research Division
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